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NOTES ON THE BATTLE OF MONMOUTH. 

[The London Chronicle of September 17-19, 1778, under the heading 
" Authentic Intelligence from America," publishes a letter from Boston, 
dated July 23, describing the battle of Monmouth, from which we 
make some extracts. We also append a biographical sketch of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Monckton, who was killed in the action, taken from the 
issue of September 19-22. — Ed. Penna. Mag.] 

" The 18th of June, when the rear of the British army 
attacked the rehel army on the heights of Freehold, the 
spirited charge of the light-horse will ever do them honor : 
attacking the front of their first line, covered hy a battery 
of six pieces of cannon, playing alternately round and grape 
shot. The first battalion of British guards, while covering 
the charge of the light cavalry, received the fire from the 
ambuscade on their right from the wood at twenty yards 
distance ; being then ordered through the wood in the line 
of fire, with bayonets, the light-horse proceeded with their 
wonted ardor till the rear battalions came up to their sup- 
port. The incessant and alert fire of the British artillery, 
cannot be too much commended the day of the action at 
Freehold. The battalion guns of the guards, with the two 
12-pounders, covered the troops after the charge throughout 
the wood, morass and field in front of the second wood, 
where they were ordered to halt, spent with heat, thirst, and 
fatigue. The fire was so well kept up, that they expended 
from eighty to ninety rounds in a short period, while the 
remains of the advanced corps of the enemy were falling 
back on their second line. Several of the first battalion of 
guards, and the two companies of British grenadiers of the 
first battalion that made the charge with bayonets through 
the wood at Freehold, had narrow escapes from the enemy's 
riflemen that lurked in the underwood; throughout the 
wood scarce a bush that had not a fellow under it, whose 
fire directed the British bayonet to prevent the further 
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molestation of the royal army. Sir John "Wrottesley com- 
manding the first company of the first battalion of guards 
was grazed on the neck with a buck shot, and the Hon. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon, command the second company 
had his bayonet shot off from his fusee ; and afterwards by 
a rifleman in the wood, was shot through his coat under his 
left breast, without hurt to his side or arm. 'Tis supposed 
that several hundreds that lay in the wood, beside three 
hundred under the command of Colonel Parker, of Virginia 
(that formed the ambuscade) scarce twenty escaped alive. 
Colonel Parker was wounded in three places, and died in 
the wood: Lieutenant-Colonel Eamsey, wounded in two 
places and taken prisoner. Five officers, by appearance 
foreigners, were bayonetted in the wood. Seventeen prison- 
ers only were taken, eight of whom were run through with 
bayonets, and mostly died ere the rear moved off the ground 
to proceed on their march, which after the cannon moved 
off, was covered by the thirty-third regiment of infantry: 
the steady behaviour of which corps on this occasion, will 
always add to their former reputation. The commander- 
in-chief exposed himself much, giving in front of the attack 
most of the orders in person, continually riding in the line 
of fire from right to left, during the whole time the affair 
lasted. 

" We have accounts from Freehold, that the four wounded 
officers of the royal army left with the soldiery, the flag and 
surgeons, are as well as can be expected and are treated in 
a manner that does much honor to the American gentleman, 
whose protection and care they are under." 

"Character of the late Hon. Lieutenant- Colonel Monckton. 

"The Hon. Hen. Monckton, late lieutenant-colonel to 
the forty-fifth regiment, of the noble family of the Vis- 
counts Galway, of the kingdom of Ireland, and brother 
to the present Lieutenant-General Monckton, was a man 
by nature formed for military greatness; his memory re- 
tentive, his judgment deep, his comprehension amazingly 
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quick and clear, his constitutional courage not only uni- 
form and daring perhaps to an extreme, but he possessed 
that higher species of it, strength, steadiness, and activity 
of mind, which no difficulties could obstruct, nor danger 
deter; free from pride, with the greatest independence 
of spirit, generous to a degree, a constant friend to the 
deserving soldier, whose concerns he always attended to 
in preference to his own : inferior officers experienced his 
friendly generosity ; he was by temper rather reserved, yet 
kind and gentle in his manners, and to crown all, sincerity 
and candor, with a true sense of honor and justice, seemed 
the inherent principles of his nature, and the uniform 
tenor of his conduct. He betook himself early in life to the 
profession of arms, obtaining an ensigncy in the first regi- 
ment of guards, in the year 1760 and afterwards a lieuten- 
ancy in the same corps. In the year 1769, he purchased the 
majority of the forty-fifth regiment of foot from Mr. Gates, 
since so famous for the part he has taken against his country; 
and in the year 1771, he purchased the lieutenant-colonelcy, 
remaining with the regiment (then in Ireland) until the 
breaking out of this unnatural rebellion, in 1775, when he 
embarked with it for North America. Upon the army's 
leaving Halifax, the late commander-in-chief, conscious of 
his courage and abilities, appointed him to the command of 
the second battalion of grenadiers. In the action on Long 
Island, the 27th of Aug. 1776, he received a dangerous 
wound, being shot through the body as he was leading on 
his battalion to charge a much superior number of the 
rebels. On this occasion he gave a remarkable proof of 
that intrepidity that always distinguished him; upon his 
falling an officer of his battalion came to his assistance, 
which he nobly refused in these terms : " Sir, leave me, I 
am of no consequence at present, go on with the grenadiers." 
At Brandywine he received a slight wound in his knee; 
he continued in the command of his battalion of grenadiers 
till the 28th of June, 1778, when upon the rear guard of the 
army's being engaged with the greatest part of the rebel 
force, in the march through Jersey he gloriously fell in the 
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front of that battalion, nobly exerting himself in the cause 
of his country, and is now universally regretted by every 
officer and soldier that knew him, or ever had the honor of 
serving under his command." x 

1 In the year 1888 Mr. Samuel Freyer, of Hightstown, New Jersey, at 
his own expense, placed on Monckton's grave a marble stone on which 
is inscribed : 

Hie Jacet 
Lt. Col. Henry Monckton 

who on the plain 
of Monmouth June 28, 1778 

Sealed with his life his 

duty to his King & Country. 

Courage is on all hands 

considered as an essential 

of high character. 



This monument was erected 

by Samuel Freyer whose 

father a subject of 

Great Britain sleeps 

in an unknown grave. 
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